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France, that St Mary Magdalen, or perhaps Mary the sister of Lazarus,
St Martha, and St Lazarus, with some other disciples of our Lord, after
his ascension, being expelled by the Jews, put to sea, and landed safe at
Marseilles, of which church they were the founders, St Lazarus being
made the first bishop of that city. The relics of these saints were dis-
covered in Provence in the thirteenth century, those of St Mary Magdalen
at a place now called St Maximin's, those of St Martha at Tarascon upon
the Rhone, and others in St Victor's at Marseilles, They were authentically
proved genuine by many monuments found with them in these several
places. Charles I, King of Naples, and brother of St Lewis was at that
time sovereign Count of Provence; but he being then in Naples engaged
in war with the house of Arragon, his son Charles of Anjou, Prince of
Salerno, governed Provence. This prince was beaten at sea by the fleet
of the King of Arragon in 1284, and taken prisoner; and though his
father died the year following, he could not recover his liberty before the
year 1288. He ascribed his deliverance to the intercession of our saint,
the discovery of whose relics had excited his devotion to her: he had
already founded the Church of St Maximin's upon the spot where they
were discovered, and assisted at the solemn translation of them in 1279.
He committed this royal foundation to the Dominican friars and the prior>
who is nominated by the king, is exempt from the ordinary jurisdiction
both of the Archbishop of Aix and of the immediate superiors of his Order.
The chief part of the relics of this saint was translated from the sub-
terraneous chapel in the middle of this church, and being put in a porphyry
urn, the present of Pope Urban VIII, was placed over the high altar.
King Lewis XIV and the principal noblemen of his court were present
at this translation, which was performed with great pomp in 1660, The
saint's head with many other relics, remain in the subterraneous chapel;
it is set in a gold case enchased with large diamonds and surmounted with
the royal crown of Charles II, styled King of Sicily or Naples. Before it
is a curious statue of Queen Anne of Brittany, on her knees, made of
enamelled gold. Three leagues from St Maximins, towards Marseilles,
is a famous solitary convent of Dominicans, situated on a very high rock,
encompassed on every side with wild deserts and mountains. It is called
La Ste. Baume; which in the Provengal language signifies Holy Cave.
It was anciently a celebrated hermitage, and is a place now resorted to
by pilgrims out of devotion to this glorious saint. Both Latins and Greeks
keep the festival of St Mary Magdalen on the 22nd of July; it is in som*
places a holiday of precept, and was such formerly in England, as appear*
from the council of Oxford in 1222.                                    '

The pious Cardinal Berulle was most tenderly devoted to this great
saint, whom he called his principal patroness; and apthiug can be
more affecting in sentiments of compunction and divine love than